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of human beings throughout the world as a resounding
defeat of international reaction, and as a great success
for progressive humanity.

"Our admiration is as great as our gratitude to the
man who led and brought vigour to this historical libe-
ration of the Chinese people, Comrade Mao Tse-turig,
now President of the People's Republic of China, whom
we now greet here again in the name of the World
Federation of Trade Unions,

Peking is the seat of this conference because we
knew that here we could deliberate freely. We were
certain that we could find here full respect for our
gathering and the fullest enjoyment of trade union
rights which are the honour of truly democratic nations.

The Peking Trade Union Conference was by no
means due to any recent decision of the WFTU. In
October 1945 the First World Trade Union Congress
decided to convene an international trade union confe-
rence for all Asian countries.

Here is the text of the Eighth Resolution of the
Standing Order Committee of the First WFTU Congress,
accepted by the Plenary Assembly of Congress and sub-
mitted to our Executive Bureau for implementation:

"The conference notes with pleasure that the Asian
countries are progressing rapidly from the technolo-
gical point of view,

"However, this conference does not find that social
conditions in those countries are equal to the material
and spiritual demands of the people and especially of
the workers,

"Consequently, this conference believes that it is
necessary to convene a conference of the Asian trade
unions, to lay down satisfactory conditions correspond-
ing to the workers1 needs and the new technological
progress observed in those countries."

Certain remarks are called for here concerning the
implementation of this resolution, adopted more than
four years ago. New historical conditions' exist in 1949
which did not exist in 1945.

They give to the Trade Union Conference of Asian
and Australasian Countries a broader character than that